Laudato Si’ Quick Quotes
"The Earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth.
In many parts of the planet, the elderly lament that once beautiful landscapes are now
covered with rubbish." (21)
"Never have we so hurt and mistreated
our common home as we have in the last
200 years." (53)
"We are not God. The Earth was here
before us and was given to us." (67)
"The idea of infinite or unlimited growth,
which proves so attractive to economists, financiers and experts in technology ... is based
on the lie that there is an infinite supply of the earth's goods, and this leads to the planet
being squeezed dry at every limit." (106)
"Yet all is not lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising
above themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new start." (205)
"A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing
warming of the climatic system. ... A number of scientific studies indicate that most global
warming in recent decades is due to the great concentration of greenhouse gases (carbon
dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxides and others) released mainly as a result of human
activity." (23)
"The exploitation of the planet has already exceeded acceptable limits and we still have
not solved the problem of poverty." (27)

"Doomsday predictions can no longer be met with irony or
disdain." (161)
“We know that technology based on the use of highly
polluting fossil fuels – especially coal, but also oil and, to a
lesser degree, gas – needs to be progressively replaced without delay.” (165)
"The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all." (23)
"We need to strengthen the conviction that we are one single human family." (52)
"We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we have a shared
responsibility for others and the world, and that being good and decent are worth it."
(229)
"We are not faced with two separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but
rather one complex crisis which is both social and environmental." (139)
"There can be no renewal of our relationship
with nature without a renewal of humanity
itself." (118)
"What kind of world do we want to leave to
those who come after us, to children who are
now growing up? The question not only
concerns the environment in isolation; the issue
cannot be approached piecemeal." (160)

"It has become countercultural to choose a lifestyle whose goals are even partly
independent of technology." (108)
"Nobody is suggesting a return to the Stone Age, but we do need to slow down and look
at reality in a different way." (114)
"When media and the digital world become
omnipresent, their influence can stop people
from learning how to live wisely, to think
deeply and to love generously. In this context,
the great sages of the past run the risk of going
unheard amid the noise and distractions of an
information overload." (47)
"We need to reject a magical conception of the
market, which would suggest that the
problems can be solved simply by an increase
in the profits of companies or individuals."
(190)
"What would induce anyone, at this stage, to hold on to power only to be remembered
for their inability to take action when it was urgent and necessary to do so?" (57)

